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Abstract Rhododendron longesquamatum var. glabristylum Y. Y. Geng et Z. L. Zhao[] a new 
variety of the Ericaceae from Sichuan[] China[] is described and illustrated. This variety is different 
from the typical one by having smaller leave$] 5 - 8 x 2 — 3.5 cm[] and smaller flowerd] 2.5 — 4 cm 
in diameter[ [] the leaf blades and nerves glabrescent or only very sparsely hairy when the leaves are 


mature[] the calyx tomentose yet not glandular hairy[] and the style glabrous. 
Key words  China[] Rhododendron L.[] Ericaceae. 


During a floristic survey made in 1988 in Dujiangyan City[] Sichuan[] the following new variety 
of the genus Rhododendron L. was discovered. 

Rhododendron longesquamatum Schneid. var. glabristylum Y. Y. Geng et Z. L. Zhac[] var. 
nov. Fig. 1 

A typo differt foliorum laminis minoribus[] 5 — 8 cm longis[] 2 — 3.5 cm latis[] cum nervis matu- 
ritate glabrescentibus vel rarissime pilosis[] floribus minoribus[] 2.5 — 4 cm diametro[] calyce 5 - 8 
mm longo tantum tomentoso haud glanduloso-piloso[] stylis glabris . 

This variety differs from the typical variety by having smaller leaved] 5 - 8 x 2- 3.5 cml] and 
smaller flower] 2.5 — 4 cm in diameter[]] the leaf blades and nerves glabrescent or only very 
sparsely hairy when the leaves are mature[] the calyx tomentose yet not glandular hairy[] and the style 
glabrous. In the typical one[] the leaf blades are largef] 5.5 — 15.5 x 2- 4.5 em[][] and the nerves 
are densely brown or rusty tomentose[] particularly so in the lower part[] with the hairs being 
branched[] the flowers are large£] 3.5 — 4.6 cm in diametei[[] the calyx is larger{] 1 - 1.4 cm long[] 
margin stipitate-glandular{] tomentose and glandular abaxially[] and the styles are densely stipitate- 
glandular in the lower 1/2 part. 

China. Sichuan[] Dujiangyan[] Longxi[] Longchi[] Tieshanbao[] alt. 2850 mf] in thickets[] 
1992-05-17[] Y. Y. Geng & J. L. Gao 920014] holotype[] here designated PEDO same locality[] 
1987-07-30[] D. Z. Fu & Z. L. Zhao 871454] Herbarium of West China Subalpine Botanic Gar- 
den[[] Pan Xian[] Dabao[] 1975-09-14[] T. P. Yi 75490] SIFS[I] An Xian[] 1951-05[] W. G. Hu 
13651] SZD. 
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Fig. 1. Rhododendron longesquamatum Schneid. var. glabristylum Y. Y. Geng et Z. L. Zhao. AQ] flowering branch] BO flower 
[] corolla removed[]] CO stamen[] DO filament base[] EQ hairs on the flowering branch. Drawn from the type gathering] Y. Y. Geng & 
J. L. Gao 920014] PED. 
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